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A Draught of a BILL for 
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An ACT to enable their Mijefties to Diſpeaſe 
with the Statute of 25 Car. 2. touching the Sa- 
_cramental 'T<ſt, and to Employ any of their Pro- 
teſtant Subjefs in#be Common Defence of Them- 

* ſehves, their Government, and theſe Kingdoms. 


Hereas the Statute made in. the 25th. year of 
the Reign of King Charles the 24. intituled, 
An At for preventing Dangers which may hap- 


. \, pen from Popiſh Recuſants, was deſigned” and 
made to prevent Papiſts from being put into Places and Of- 
fices of Truft,' by-the Means or -Power of the late. King James, 
ther Duke -of' Tork, and a profeffed or known Paprſt ; but 
by reaſon of ſome things therein, is found to- exclude divers 
Proteſtants who are a le and willing to ſerve: their preſent 
Maijsities faithfully : And whereas there is gow no danger 
to be feared of the preſen King and Queen's Em loying or 
Inctuſting'. of:-Papiſts, but \ſpecial.- and great Cauſe in this 
JunQture of Afﬀairs, thattheir Majeſties ſhould have. the in- 
tre” and unanimous Aſſiſtance of 'all their Proreſtarr SubjeQs, 
for the common defence” 'of Themſelves, their Government 
and theſe Kingdoms : To*the end thetefore'that their Maje- 
ſtigs may. not... be deprived. of the. Service of any who are 
Faithfull unto.'Them, and well 2d-to Their Government ; 
eſpecially when-there is fo. great occaſion, by reaſon both of ſe- 
cret Conſpiracies of Perſons ill aftefted at home; . and of Gpen.. 
Invaſion threatnied by ſo porenr and ative Enermes abroad: 

. Be fr EnaCted by che King "and Queens Majeſty, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, ang Commionas in this preſent Par- 
liament aſſembled, and by the. Authority of the fame, Thar 
it ſball and -may be lawfull to. and for their preſent Majeſties, 
during their Reign, to grant; Commiſſons, ..or. otherwiſe to 
Authorize any Perſon or Perſons, . whom they ſhall think fir, 
riot. being Popifh Recaſants, to'hold and Execute any Office or 
Employment ve them, without, receiving *the Sacrament, 
or having any Certificate thereof, as by the ſaid AQ is re- 
ired ; and. that all Perſogs ſo Commiſſionated or authori- 
zed, to hold or execute any. Office or Employment under their 
Majelties, ſhall may hold and Exerciſe the fame,accordiag to 
their ſeveral r ive Commiſſions, although they ſhall not Re- 
ceive the Sacrantent, or have any Certificate thereof, as by the 
faid AC is required, without being fubje& ro any Diſability; 
Forfeiture or Penalty for ſo doing, any thing in the ſaid At or any 
other AC to the' contrary thereof: in any wiſe notwithſtanding. * 
Provided notwithſtanding, and be it EnaQed by the Autho-. 
rity aforeſaid, That if any Perſon being in truth a PopiſÞ Rerw- 
ſaxt, though he be not then-convicted or fo reputed, ſhall accept. 
of any Commiſſion, Office or Place under their {aid Majeſties, 
and {hall Exerciſe the ſame contrary to the ſaid AQ, and ſhall 
afterwards be thereof convicted, every ſuch Perſon being there- 
of convicted, ſhall be ſubje&' ro all the Diſabilities, Forteitures, 
and Penalties expreſſed in the faid AR, any thing-ini this AQ to 
the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. | TY 


22d of December dſt, and the next day _ Copies were «e- 
liwvered ro fereral Members of both Houſes. 
The Reaſonableneſs of 4 is apparent enough in the tyre 
and {eos ro be eaten wadhc- oppoſed 'by Taft yr 


themſel oc 
"of Gree Impiety _ be grfori and d ery the mdſt peter Perſons 


of rhe Nation, who all tarun Ve Leto: of God, and of 
Religion, before ſucb Jerious _— | cn Chriſtians, as diſſent from us 
only in matters of Opttrion,; and concernine only ſome Fivodye. Orders and 
Inftuutions, and thinos which we our ſelves acknowledge to be in their own - 


es lpm FA DiC vr the /; \ 
2. A lous DI ame rea 
3- p Opn plain a D Aion tow for te, ik Kindhnd Gaede, 
_—_ their CN nes there being no to ſuſpett or diſtnuſt cixber 
wed Taro ſovid bridge rhes terry 16" make wſe of any Perſans, 
oy rl ty think, fi, \ for the ſervist of theinſelves wnal rhe 
frablegels of #t 7 0h is ſach, Saif bb neplefted 
row, wr ps $ 7 to pPY S 
felt of is for Hato pops ry eg 5 age af a ever, ny 


le is approved ang wihed aber ic were, paſſed, by in both Houſes ; 
And. therefore tt may ſeex Frame, that a matter ſo ——_ and ſo Sea« 


ſonable, and which. and tefred many, be negleth... 
ed, "when i} hither” anc were: bp C: 

But there 15 an Acchrſed Thing, which! bark beckes 10 "SAFER aud © 
liks ſo ro dd till it be reformed, nt meane proſper thet week ſe 
nat what: is ro bt dove; or ave net |Hearty '10 ſer about it, or are baffled 
in our Endeevoars : And is bs gion doth thus —_ affe#t the very 
beſt Members of the , Great Council of the _— who, are oof of all ro 
blame in this matter. 


Fx: Bill wes pur into the barids of: ſame of tht Lords, Maunday the 


org ren, » Ungrarefal ngers in the 
Fart eel re we ; Fed nga fr nd Ve may ny 
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obligetb them above others. 7 Som Do 

Humdliation, dv burincreaſe Jung and 7 il feb | long Hs Ot 4 man 
in either Houſe dares move for an ' Alt for Reformation of the Greae 
Impieries of the Nation. | Thoſe whv' ave aſhanied or afraith ro ao their Du. 
ties, may eaſily know what they have td cxpett : er thoſe who bave preached 
up Dilatory Dottrines and Counſcls, under pretence of Prudence, may poſſibly 
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